Early Childhood Dental Network
Pilot Program 2025- 2026 School Year

For More Information Contact:

Jane Neubauer, Coordinator
218-731-4163
imneubauer@prtel.com

Objective

Increase the number of children ages 0-5 obtaining dental exams in the WCI/ECDN region
during the 2025 ~ 2026 school year. This region includes Becker, Clay, Douglas, Grant, Otter
Tail, Pope, Stevens, Traverse and Wilkin Counties, and the White Earth Reservation, all of
whom are active members in the Early Childhood Dental Network.

Measurement/Evaluation

ECDN will see an increase in the number of young children in the region receiving a routine
dental exam (comprehensive and/or periodic oral evaluation and fluoride varnish treatments)
based on the ECDN annual data reports provided by Apple Tree Dental, Caring Hands Dental
and Children’s Dental Services.

Concept

ECDN partners will work together with mobile dental providers to encourage families of young
children to have their child seen at mobile outreach clinics located throughout the region.

Scholarships will be available for up to twenty (20) children per ECl community during the 2025
— 2026 school year to receive free dental exams. A maximum of 200 children will be eligible.

Eligibility for a free exam will include:
» Child must be age 0-5

» Limited funding is available for this pilot program so free exams will be scheduled on a
“first come, first serve” basis

e Child must not have dental insurance coverage of any kind

¢ Child has not previously been seen by a dentist; or child/parent/teacher report dental
concerns that have not been addressed

e A maximum of ten (10) children will be allowed as referrals from the local Head Start
program in each community.

e Child must be seen at the mobile outreach clinic in their local community or nearest
regional mobile clinic site




Referrals Process

Referrals to the program will be made by the local Early Childhood Initiative Coordinator, the site
contact/coordinator of the local mobile dental clinic, ECDN Coordinator Jane Neubauer or any
active member of the Early Childhood Dental Network. Patients will be scheduled at the local
site through the providers using the existing method of referrals. The provider will verify the
patient’s insurance status and made a determination if the patient has any form of insurance
coverage. The child’s parent/caregiver will be responsible for filling out the necessary consent
and treatment authorization forms. The child will be scheduled once the necessary paperwork
is completed, and their insurance status if verified.

Restorative Needs

The ECDN Coordinator will work with each community to develop a list of resources per
community that may be available to help cover the cost of restorative procedures needed
(fillings, extractions, root canals, etc.). Examples of local resources would be: Women Aide,
Children’s Services, Head Start, local services clubs such as Kiwanis, Lion’s Clubs, etc.

Partnerships

ECDN shall secure partnerships with the non-profit dental providers providing mobile services in
the region. Other private practice dental providers will also be invited to participate in the project
in their respective communities.




